Somato-sensory evoked potentials in diabetes type I.
Twenty-nine young patients with insulin dependent diabetes were studied. Clinical findings, metabolic profile, and neurophysiological data were correlated. Nerve conduction velocity (NCV) and Somato-sensory Evoked Potential (SEPs) were recorded stimulating the median nerve and the posterior tibial nerve bilaterally. High incidence of distal neuropathy was present in our cases plus a significant alteration of the plexus conduction, at the level of brachial plexus and of the cauda. We conclude that even in young diabetic patients the damage can be multifocal, and SEP technique could contribute to a more accurate study of neurological complication in the diabetic disease.